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We are excited to announce that this yearôs Celebrity Waiter 
Dinner will be a celebration of the last 60 years of Community 
Hospital-Fairfax history. Performances of the last 60 years of 
greatest hits will be heard live on the hospitalôs own radio station, 
ñWCHF 49.9ò as we reminisce through CH-F memories. Hits 
from the 40s, all the way through the charts to todayôs hits will be 
performed by talent from our community. Please join the hospital 
at the 13

th
 annual Celebrity Waiter Dinner on Saturday, March 27 

at Fairfax High School. Table reservations and sponsorship 
opportunities are available now by calling the Development 
Office at 660-686-2211 ext. 259. 

 To help us celebrate all 60 years of our past, please share 
your stories, memories or CH-F memorabilia with the 
Development Council. Any stories will be appreciated to help 
make this event entertaining! 

iew  V 
The Community  

Connie Anderson is shown riding her bicycle to work in Al Asad, Iraq in December 2007. 

Connie Anderson, FNP sees a lot 

o f  pat ients in  the Emergency 

Department at Community Hospital-

Fairfax. Many of the patients who 

meet Connie probably do not know 

that just two years ago, she was 

carrying an M-16 as tall as she is to 

work. 

Connie was commissioned in the 

United States Army in 1990 and was 

deployed to Iraq in September, 2007, 

where she was in charge of a clinic 

associated with a Combat Support 

Hospital in Al Asad, 75 miles west of 

Baghdad. 

She dreamed about joining the 

Army at a young age. However, 

when her brother joined the Marines 

and served in Vietnam, Connie put 

aside her dream so her family would 

not have two children overseas.  

Years later,  working as a nurse in 

Maryville, Mo., Connie met a group 

of nurses who came to St. Francis 

Hospital, which was used by the 

3 2 5t h  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  i n 

Independence, Mo. to help nurses 

keep their skills current while in the 

reserves. They shared the news that 

the Army was in need of nurses with 

bachelor degrees. Just five months 

later, Connie enrolled in the Army to 

realize her life-long dream at age 42.  

Beside her, Connieôs two oldest sons 

also enlisted. 

ñWe are a very patriotic family. 

They were very proud of me, as I 

was of them,ò Connie said.  

The next 17 years were spent doing 

two weeks of training a year and 

weekends in the reserves. During that 

t ime,  Connie a lso earned her 

masterôs degree and became a 

Family Nurse Practioner and  worked 

with the 325th General Hospital.  

In  December of 2006, she received a 

letter stating her unit would be deployed 

to Iraq the following June. 

With too many stories to tell, Connie 

says  her  exper ience was s imp ly 

ñwonderfulò and the chance to meet so 

many people and to travel to that part of 

the world was priceless. 

ñI didnôt just take care of soldiers. I 

also met people from places like Uganda 

a n d  S ou th  A f r i c a .  I  l e a r ne d  t o 

communicate with many groups of 

people,ò Connie said. 

One of the interesting things that 

happened to Connie while in Iraq was 

experiencing two completely different 

types of weather. 

ñWhen I stepped off the plane for the 

first time, it was 140 degrees there. I 

CH-F nurse practioner shares story of service in Iraq 

could barely breathe,ò Connie said. 

Though it was hot when she arrived, 

Connie also experienced the countryôs 

first snow fall in 100 years. 

ñI thought it was so cool because the 

people there were like little kids. They 

could not believe the snow,ò Connie said, 

before explaining that the snow did not 

stay long. 

Home in Missouri, Connie says her 

time in Iraq has made an impact on her 

life. 

ñBecause I ran a clinic there, I have 

become more assertive and confident as a 

nurse practioner, but at the same time, I 

have become more compassionate, 

because I experienced so much in Iraq,ò 

she said. 


