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Hospital-Fairfax history. Performances of the last 60 years of CH'F nurse praCtioner Shares Story Of SerVice in |l‘aq
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performed by talent from our community. Please join the hospital
at the 13" annual Celebrity Waiter Dinner on Saturday, March 27
at Fairfax High School. Table reservations and sponsorship
opportunities are available now by calling the Development
Office at 660-686-2211 ext. 259.

To help us celebrate all 60 years of our past, please share
your stories, memories or CH-F memorabilia with the
Development Council. Any stories will be appreciated to help
make this event entertaining!
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Connie Anderson, FNP sees a lot
of patients in the Emergency
Department at Community Hospkal
Fairfax. Many of the patients who
meet Connie probably do not know
that just two years ago, she was
carrying an M16 as tall as she is to
work.

Connie was commissioned in the
United States Army in 1990 and was
deployed to Iraqg in September, 2007,
where she was in charge of a clinic
associated with a Combat Support
Hospital in Al Asad, 75 miles west of
Baghdad.

She dreamed about joining the
Army at a young age. However,
when her brother joined the Marines
and served in Vietnam, Connie put
aside her dream so her family would
not have two children overseas.

Years later, working as a nurse in
Maryville, Mo., Connie met a group
of nurses who came to St. Francis

Hospital, which was used by the Connie Anderson is shown riding her bicycle to work in Al Asad, Iraq in December 2007.

325" General Hospital in
Independence, Mo. to help nurses
keep their skills current while in the
reserves. They shared the news that
the Army was in need of nurses with
bachelor degrees. Just five months
later, Connie enrolled in the Army to
realize her lifdlong dream at age 42.
Beside her, Conni
also enlisted.
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The next 17 years were spent doing
two weeks of training a year and
weekends in the reserves. During that
time, Connie also earned her
masterds degree
Family Nurse Practioner and worked
with the 32%' General Hospital.
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